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Sunday Services are held at 8:45 a.m.
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Sunday of each month.  Sunday School
for children, youth and adults is

at 10:00 a.m.
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throughout the morning for children
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Dear Friends,

Honestly, this article is about one of my least favorite topics about which to write:  fi-
nances.  Now, please don’t give this a toss without giving me the benefit of the doubt and
reading on.  Thank you in advance!!

Our nation, state, community, and church, are experiencing difficult financial times.  Some
economists continue to forecast difficult times for the U.S. economy but the effects of a
recession on the Sunday collection are actually less predictable.  A Christian based re-
search group, empty tomb, inc., analyzed the six recession periods between 1968 and
2005.  Their results suggest no clear connection between economic recession and giving
in the church.  In three of the last six recessions, giving actually went up, according to
their work.   “The church should not be unduly focused on recessions that come and go
with indeterminate consequences for church giving,” empty tomb’s, Sylvia Ronsville
said.

Given a 50/50 chance that a difficult economy produces bad offerings, it is important to
realize that even a few bad Sundays can hit the operating fund and debt retirement fund in
particular.  We had some of those difficult Sundays this past winter.  Sundays when more
than half of our usual attendees were forced to stay home due to weather.  That’s really
hard on the church financially because:

a. our giving is very related to attendance, many of us don’t give or don’t make up
for it when we are not here.

b. Winter storms also produce much greater plowing and heating costs.
We’ve also had some Sundays where major school or community events took a huge toll
on worship attendance.  We need giving whether or not we are in worship.  The expenses
still need to be met.

Truth is, we are not keeping up with expenses and barely meeting our mortgage needs.
Now maybe we’ll see a turn around because there is still that 50/50 chance that the economy
will inevitably not effect our history of generous giving to meet the needs.  But I am not
an ostrich kind of person, so I think we have to plan at the same time.  If the shortfall
doesn’t see relief, let me suggest some ways that we may have to choose to move:

· Do all we can to pay down existing debt—meaning those with the resources need
to step up to lower the overall need.

· Continue to reduce existing expenses.
· Develop a list of potential further reductions.  Be aware of contingency expenses

in the budget that would only happen if the money is available.
· Break the traditional relationship between attendance and giving by giving whether

we are present or not.

                                                                                                     cont’d on page 2



March 2: Early Service:     168
Second Service:  148

March 9: Early Service:      107
Second Service:   118

March 16: Early Service:      129
Second Service:   135

            March 20:         Maundy Thursday:  52

March 23: Easter Sunrise:       93
Early Service:      210
Second Service:   251

March 30: One Service  :      163

Total Attendance for the month of February: 1,559

YTD General Operating Fund Income: $ 92,488.55
(With 310 giving units, this averages $99.45 per month

per person/family given to the Gen. Op. Fund.)
Year-to-date Expenses: $113,530.05

Year-to-date Income or Loss as of March 31, 2008:
$21,041.50

Mortgage Balance as of March 31, 2008:
$845,465.98

Thanks to your generosity in the month of March., the
following projects have felt the touch of God’s people:

World Hunger/UMCOR:  $182.50
Manna:  $45.00

One Great Hour of Sharing:  $130.00
Easter Offering:  $150.00

2008 Budgets:
General Operating Fund

Projected Income:     $423,455
Projected Expenses:  $466,803

Projected Difference: $43,348
Church/Parsonage Building Maintenance Fund

Projected Income:    $39,800
Projected Expense:   $28,500

Projected Difference:  $11,300

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Herrington; Finance Officer

Statistically Speaking

Ladies, you are cordially invited to a…

Ladies’ Luncheon
Please join us Tuesday , May 6 from 11:30

am to 1:00 pm  for lunch and a talk by
Andrea Griffith entitled

“Seeking Him T ogether .”

Nursery care will be provided.
Home-schooled children are welcome to

come; the team will monitor them in a sepa-
rate room as they study. (Moms, please

bring a sack lunch for your children.)

Andrea is the wife of Trent Griffith and the
mother of four children. She and Trent have
served with Life Action Ministries since 1992,
and they travel nine months of the year. She
has a passion for calling women, as follow-
ers of Christ, back to biblical principles no
matter what their season of life is. Her love
and faithfulness to the authority of God’s Word
are evident as she shares from the overflow
of her personal time with God.

cont’d from page 1

Realize, I refuse to become totally anxious because of our
perceived financial crisis.  There is a place for calm action.
There is also a place for choosing faith over fear.  In Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s biography of Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt, No Ordinary Time, she notes that Franklin was
not the most intelligent president (Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes famously called him a “second-rate intellect but a
first rate temperament.”)  But he had one gift that mattered
most, “No factor was more important to Roosevelt’s leader-
ship than his confidence in himself and in the American
people.”  I would rewrite that saying, I have confidence in
God, you, and me to overcome our present challenge.

May God bless and lead us,

Pastor James



The United Methodist Women hold two rummage sales each year.  Last year, over $7,000
was raised for missions and for our own kitchen for much needed equiptment.  It’s a big
task but it is so worth it when you see the results during the sale:  so many stories to
share about so many things.  Just what was in the ammo box?  Who brought that puzzle?
Look at these picture records.  That lady has her truck full!  How much is 4.5 million
turks worth?  That lady just took her own granddaughter into foster care and needs
clothes for her.  You mean the clothes are all free now?  (Saturday 11:00 a.m. for an

hour.)  I had so much fun working with the people from the church.  We support the kids at Greensky Hill with the
money we raise?  This is the greatest soup! - - - Yes, we have surprises and we have fun.  We do ministry with
ourselves through fellowship.  We give people an opportunity to clean their houses out of their old possessions.
We help outfit our kitchen.  Local children have nice nearly new clothes to wear for a small price.  We help
missions in our community, in our state, in our nation and abroad as well.  Won’t you please be a part of this fun by
coming in for an hour or two to help out or to donate some food?  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex
or by contacting Susan Wirgau, 347-5463 or onthebay@charter.net.

Memorial Committee News...
We are very happy to report this update of the use of Memorial Funds from November 2007 through
March 2008.
Roger and Karen Bailey Memorial - Digital camera, dry erase board/room 9
David Mikhail Memorial - Endowment @ United Methodist Foundation
Mary Juday Memorial - Expenses for banners

Memorials for Louise Garman, Joyce Shanley, Owen McConnell, Margaret Woodruff, Alden Fleshman, Ralph Janka - Sound
System Update
Elsie Wheeler Memorial - Debt retirement
Additional gifts have been received recently in memory of Ada Erickson, Mary McCune, Merelyn Sullivan and in honor of
Mary Brubaker.  As always, gifts “ in memory or honor” are indeed a blessing.  You are also urged to consider PUMC when
doing your estate planning.

Your memorial committee - Lois Duiven, Sally Hayes, Nancy Joneson

You are invited...

Eagle Scouts are celebrated!
Everyone is invited to join us to honor Ryan Brummeler and Robbie Doull’s
Eagle Scouts awards presentation on Sunday, May 11 at 2:00 p.m. in our
Sanctuary.  There will be a dessert reception following the ceremony in
fellowship hall.

Help Stock the Manna Food Pantry!
     May:  Pancake mix and syrup

(Tuna Fish, Cereal and Peanut butter are always welcome.)
If you do not have time to shop, you may make a donation (be sure to label it Manna)

in the Sunday offering, and the Manna Team will do the shopping for you.



WE NEED YOU
Are you looking to get involved with the youth?  We are looking for someone to assist with the
Drama Team.  Please contact Deb Cole if you are interested in helping.

Lake Louise and W est Michigan Conference Summer Camp s!
Check out the bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway or go to
www.lakelouisecamp.com and http://www.westmichiganconference.org/ Quick Link:
Camping

CELEBRATION GARDEN

Daffodils are just beginning to bloom, as I write this news item. Our committee is pleased to report
that the Reflection Fountain will be up and running in early May.  We have a Boy Scout who will be
carrying out a project for his Eagle Scout merit badge and work will be getting underway soon.
Our next meeting is scheduled for May 14 at 4:00 p.m. Scheduling for a planting session (watch for
the date) and discussion of future plans will occur.

William Wordsworth said, "And 'tis my faith that every flower Enjoys the air it breathes."

We hope you are getting out and enjoying the 'clean air' that we are so fortunate to enjoy in northern Michigan.

Meredith Richter
Chairperson, Celebration Garden

KIDS WASH CARS FOR “KID’S HOPE”
Come out and support our youth as they work along side the Kid’s Hope Mentors
to wash cars on Saturday, May 10th from 9 – noon right here at the church.  We will
accept free will donations.

Are you interested in writing a devotion?  Currently, we are looking for more
devotion writers for the devotions posted weekly on the church website and we
would like to include you.  You can contribute a one-time devotion or write
regularly with us (4-6 times a year).  Contact Emily Calhoon if you are inter-
ested.

Smiles from the Bible...

Q.  Which servant of God
was the most flagrant law-

breaker in the Bible?
A.  Moses.  He broke all 10

commandments at once.

 Q. What kind of man was
Boaz before he married?

A. Ruthless

 Q.  What excuse did Adam
give his children as to why he

no longer lived in Eden?

   A.  Your mother ate us out of
house and home.



UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF

Our UMCOR Globes will be in the sanctuary on May 11 for your donations.

In reviewing the current status of where UMCOR is giving assistance, the list in-
cludes: hurricane relief in the United States and Central America as well as famine
relief in Africa, and earthquake assistance in South Asia and Indonesia.  Global
response involves landmine removal and assisting in stopping human trafficking.

Pretty staggering when examined.  Just think, the money that each of us (in our
churches) gives can assist in so many ways. UMCOR allows our dollars to stretch
so much farther.

Your donations are always very much appreciated.

Meredith Richter
Petoskey Representative, Co-Operative Ministries

Adult Sunday School Classes

Serve God, Save the Planet • Let by Emily Calhoon • Room 11
This class is designed to help you gain a deeper scriptural understanding of
earth stewardship, and to help you move from understanding to action.

If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat – Room 11
Learn the skills essential to “water-walking” in faith with God.   Led by Martha
Radcliffe

Small Group s

Men’s Growth Group
Exploring biblical themes and life application each week.
Every Tuesday @ 7:00 A.M. – Pastor’s office
Led by Ed Angove

Women’ s Bible S tudy –  NOOMA Videos
Thursdays from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Room 2
Every week we will discuss a new topic.
Led by Emily Calhoon

Peer Ministry Group s:

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering
Saturday , May 10 th • 1:00-3:00 pm • Room 10
Come for fellowship, learning and a time of prayer.  Bring your finished and in progress prayer
shawls.  Pick up a brochure on the bulletin board in narthex or contact Emily Calhoon for more
information about the UMW prayer shawl ministry.

Practice Creation S tewardship with the Little T raverse Conservancy and the Go Green T eam
Saturday , May 17
Help construct a trail system at the Ray Johnston Nature Preserve near Pickerel Lake.  Please sign up in the
narthex or contact Sarah Baughman if you would like to attend.



May
Birthdays

May 1                          Katie Touran
                            Brooke Hotchkiss
                           Kiersten Hofmann

May 2                        Jessica Brines

May 3                              Sue Davis
                                    Susan Coffin
                                  Julie DeGroot

May 4                          Bill Snedden
                    Thomas Schulingkamp

May 6                        Betty Doherty

May 7                             Ed Angove

May 8              Marjorie Hoekwater

May 10                       Will Snedden

May 11                              Jan Serra

May 12                           Ken Banks

May 13               Kristie Harrington
                            Danielle Matthew

May 14                       Shonny Riehl
                                Tony McCleary
                                 Andrew Meyer

May 16                     Jeanne Hanson
                                Kelsey Nuorala

May 17                    Nicholas White
                        Walker VanWagoner
                       Elizabeth Armstrong

May 19                          Matt Taylor

May 20                Phyllis Dickmann
                                    Stacey Burns
                                     Casey Riker

May 21                      Jan Schwinke
                                Katherine Stark

May 22                      Virginia Allen

May 23                        Jill Patterson

May 25                 Brynne Klawuhn
                             Annabelle Wilder

May 26                     Margaret Getts
                                    Nancy Rosel
                              Ruth Rosenquist
                                  Lisa Babinger
                                     Noah Bailey
                            Chelsea Babinger

May 27                     Gordon Hewitt
                               Nadine Sheldon

May 28                      Pauline Webb

May 29                         Nancy Burk
                                  Thomas Rosel

May 30                          Ron Brown
                                    Cory Starkey
                            Claire Brummeler

May 31                         Laura Hayes
                                  Charlie Smith

We Can Use
Your Old Cell Phones!

Do you have any old cell phones
which you want to get rid of? If so,
drop them off in Deb Cole’s office
to be recycled. Proceeds raised from
this collection will be used for youth
trips.

Fall Parenting Class
Making Children Mind Without

Losing Yours
This will be a Sunday evening

class in conjunction with Adven-
ture Club and Middle and Senior

High Youth Groups!
This class will be facilitated by

Matt and Laurie Taylor.
Adventure Club will be led by

LeaAnne Montel.
We are getting the books early
so that you can read them over

the summer!

Contact Laurie in the office to
get a book.  The fall class will
consist of a DVD series and

study guide along with lots of
group participation!



Go Green for God and Bring a Bag
by Emily Calhoon

Green Tip of the Month:  Use fewer bags when shopping.  Reuse shopping bags by taking bags
with you when you go shopping so you are not using new ones.  Take bags not only to the
grocery store but to the hardware store, the clothing store and any other store you shop at.

Using fewer bags can be done in a number of ways.

1. You can reuse the paper and plastic bags you do have by brining them to the store.  How many of us have
more bags that we know what to do with.  If you are afraid of forgetting them at home put a few in each of
your vehicles and/or keep a bag or two in your purse.

2. You can bring your own cloth or reusable bag to the store.  Many grocery and food stores sell reusable
bags with their logo for a decent price.  My husband and I have been using the cloth bags we get at
conferences.

3. You can ask not to have a bag.  The next time you go into the store for an item or two (or three or four) opt
to not take a bag for your purchases.

Some stores will reward you for brining your own bag.  Glen’s gives you 5 cents per reused bag. The Grain Train
lets you select a charity (Manna and The Women’s Resource Center are two) that they will give money to for
every bag you reuse.

Using fewer paper and plastic bags help to save animals, create less pollution in our streams and waterways, use
less oil and create less litter, all of which create a better world to live in that honors God and his creation.  Below
are some tidbits about downfalls of paper and plastic bags.

l The use of toxic chemicals and petroleum to make paper and plastic bags contributes to both air pollution
(such as acid rain) and water pollution.

l Millions of gallons of chemicals pour into our waterways each year; the toxicity of these chemical is long-
term and settles into the sediments, working its way through the food chain.

l Plastic bags don’t biodegrade, they photodegrade—breaking down into smaller and smaller toxic bits
contaminating soil and waterways and entering the food web when animals accidentally ingest them.

l Hundreds of thousands of sea turtles, whales and other marine mammals die a painful death every year
from eating discarded plastic bags mistaken for food.

l Each year, an estimated 500 billion to 1 trillion plastic bags are consumed worldwide. That comes out to
over one million per minute. Billions end up as litter each year.

l In 1999, 14 million trees were cut to produce the 10 billion paper grocery bags used by Americans that
year alone.

l Paper bags take more energy and create more pollution than plastic bags to make and recycle.
l Only 1% - 3% of plastic bags and 10% - 15% of paper bags are being recycled.

Resources:
* “Say No To Plastic Bags - The Shocking Facts About Polyethylene Bags” by Julie Burtinshaw May 1, 2007
* reusablebags.com

Habitat for
Humanity/The
Church Hammers

Please sign up to volunteer
at the Habitat kiosk in the narthex by
signing the poster and filling out a vol-
unteer form. We need your help to com-
plete the house by the end of summer.

Volunteers, old and new, must fill out a
new volunteer form now.

Calendar of Events
May 2-Habitat for Humanity Silent
Auction at the Fairgrounds 6:00-8:30.
Tickets are available from Church Ham-
mers members or the church office.

May 12-Framing Blitz-8:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. Lunch and dinner will be
served.

May 13 and 14-Work Bees

COME JOIN US!



UNITED METHODIST  WOMEN

We welcomed spring with our first business meeting and program for 2008.  President, Meredith
Richter, reported that our “Lunch Bunch” met during the winter with 3-10 people monthly.
Meredith and Emily Calhoon reported that our new programs, prayer shawls and reading had 3-
8 people in attendance.  Many men and women were busy over the winter and several shawls
have been given out by Pastor James and Emily.  UMW wants our congregation to know that
anyone can give a shawl to someone who is in need of comfort and prayer. Pastor James has
them in his office.  All one needs to do is see him.  Betty Berger shared that she received one
when she was last in the hospital and felt warmed and was comforted by it.  It is a good feeling
to know her church family has prayed over it and she now has something that symbolizes God’s
warmth and comfort in a tangible way.

March was our month to supply cookies for the residents at Bortz Health Care.  This year we gave 60 dozen cookies to be
used for treats.  A big thank you goes to all who provided the cookies this year.

Meredith explained that we were now putting our UMW booklet in the new member folders to help the women of our
congregation know we are all members of UMW including Pastor James, who also visited with us for a time this month.

Our rummage sale will soon be here.  We will be preparing for it starting May13 and 14 in the morning and May 15 all
day.  The sale will be all day Friday, May 16 and half day on Saturday, May 17.  We will need lots of strong backs to help
us get cleaned up by early Saturday afternoon.  Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board outside the front sanctuary door or
call Susan Wirgau at 347-5463.  Leave a message if she is not home and she will return your call.

Calendar of events for May-Mark your calendars
Day Apart District Meeting, May 3, 9:15AM to 1 PM at Boyne City UMC.  There will be a potluck lunch (one
dish for 3-4 people).  The speaker is Jenny Kroeze, UMW Conference vice president on topic, “Growing with
God.”  Call Meredith, 347-9717 if you wish to attend.

Prayer shawl meeting is May 10 1:00 PM to 3:00PM

Reading Group will meet May 20, 7:00 PM.  Check with Emily at the church for details-347-2733.

Our next regular meeting will be May 21.  Bring a sack lunch.  Emily Calhoon will share the program  “Going
Green for God”.  We will be taking our offering for Prayer and Self-Denial.

June meeting will be a potluck on June 11.  We will be honoring three members of our church family.

July16 we will carpool to Sue Perry’s home for lunch.  August 20th we will work on making recycled greeting
cards.  Please watch for further details in our church bulletin.

We closed this meeting with a program presented by Meredith Richter “Learning for a Lifetime”. This is about women
around the world who are deprived and abused, women and young girls in other countries and even here in the USA.

Please join us on May 21st for our next meeting at 11:00 AM in the fellowship hall.  Bring a sack lunch.  Dessert and
beverage will be provided.

Blessings to all,
Judy Brummeler
Communication Coordinator



Interesting news. . .

Nearly 20,000 UMs Respond to Music Surveys

In the months leading up to General Conference, the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) conducted a
series of six online research surveys about the opini ons of UM pastors, musicians, worship leaders and la ity
on a variety of subjects related to UM worship, cong regational singing, The United Methodist Hymnal
(1989) and The Faith We Sing (2000). The surveys gene rated 19,091 responses. “These studies and re-
search surveys are valuable in finding out what the pe ople, pastors and musicians think about these and
other issues related to worship, congregational sing ing and our hymnal,” said Dean McIntyre, director of
Music Resources at GBOD.
The surveys revealed that the top three favorites in  the UM Hymnal are “Amazing Grace,” “Here I Am,
Lord” and “How Great Thou Art.” The top three favorit e hymns from The Faith We Sing are “The Sum-
mons,” “I’ll Fly Away” and “As the Deer.” The top hy mn (currently in the hymnal) requested to include in a
new hymnal is “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.” Seve nty-five percent of respondents would like to have
healing services in the hymnal. Forty-three percent want more praise choruses in the hymnal; 34% do not.
28% prefer to sing lyrics on a screen; 70% prefer t o use a hymnal or songbook. Seventy percent are
comfortable using male-only language for God, while 2 5% are comfortable using female language for God
and 42% are comfortable using male or female language  for God. While some surveys were open to all UMs,
because of the specialized nature of the information requested, others were open only to pastors and
chief musicians. In 2007, the Boards of Directors of GBOD and the UM Publishing House (UMPH) proposed
legislation to the 2008 General Conference to devel op a revised hymnal for the United States. The re-
search and reports of the General Conference Music S tudy are available at www.gbod.org/worship/
musicstudy and the more recent New Hymnal Surveys are available at www.gbod.org/hymnal. — GBOD

Are you thirsty for spiritual renewal?
Then get ready to be satisfied…

Life Action Revival Conference

Sunday , May 4 – 10:00 am

Sunday , May 4 through W ednesday ,
May 7 – 6:30 pm

Featuring instructional preach-
ing, worshipful praise music, teen and
children’s programs, this conference will
focus on practical steps on how to daily
live by biblical values and principles.

Ladies, also plan to attend the Ladies
Luncheon on Tuesday, May 6!

Don’t forget....  Just one service this Sunday, May 4 at 1 0:00 a.m.

Summer schedule starts Sunday, May 25 at 9:30 a.m.
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